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TC/TG/MTG/TRG MINUTES COVER SHEET

(Minutes of all Meetings are to be distributed to all persons listed below within 60 days following the meeting.)

TC/TG/MTG/TRG No.	8.3						DATE	6/23/25   		

TC/TG/MTG/TRG TITLE		Absorption and Heat Operated Machines					

DATE OF MEETING 	6/23/25		 	LOCATION	Sheraton Phoenix, Laveen B (Level 2) & Zoom

	MEMBERS PRESENT
	YEAR APPTD
	MEMBERS ABSENT
	YEAR APPTD
	EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS AND ADDITIONAL ATTENDANCE
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	2021
	Douglas Davis
	2021
	Carl Huber (Section 8 RAC)

	Haotian Liu
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	DISTRIBUTION: All Members of TC/TG/MTG/TRG plus the following:

	
TAC Section Head:
	SHx@ashrae.net
Where x is the section number

	
All Committee Liaisons As Shown On TC/TG/MTG/TRG Rosters (Research, Standards, ALI, etc.)
	
See ASHRAE email alias list for needed addresses.

	Steve Hammerling,
Assistant Manager of Research & Technical Services
	
AMORTS@ashrae.net



Note: These draft minutes have not been approved and not the official, approved record until approved by the TC.
Minutes 

1. Call to Order	B. Fronk
The meeting was called to order by Brian at 1:01 PM.


2. Review Scope	B. Fronk
Technical Committee 8.03 is concerned with the design, performance and application of equipment energized by a heat source and using a thermodynamic cycle to provide an air-conditioning, refrigerating or heating function; with the properties of absorbent solutions or special working fluids used in these cycles; and with components of the cycle requiring specific design characteristics.

3. ASHRAE Code of Ethics Commitment	B. Fronk
“In this and all other ASHRAE meetings, we will act with honesty, fairness, courtesy, competence, integrity and respect for others, and we shall avoid all real or perceived conflicts of interests.” See full ASHRAE Code of Ethics: https://www.ashrae.org/about-ashrae/ashrae-code-of-ethics 

4. Introduction of Members and Guests	All

· Determination of quorum	H. Liu

Voting Members for 06/23/2025 Meeting
	
	Name
	Rolling Off Date

	1
	Douglas Davis
	06/2025

	2
	Brian Fronk, Chair
	06/2025

	3
	Haotian Liu, Vice Chair
	06/2027

	4
	Saeed Moghaddam
	06/2027

	5
	Amit Vasta
	06/2027

	6
	Bill Ryan
	06/2028

	7
	Stephen Kowalski
	06/2028




The TC presently has 7 voting members.  A roll call of the voting members was taken, and a quorum was established with 6 of 7 Voting Members present. 

Total Attendees: 13 (In person) and 7 (online); 4 new members; YEA members: 3


5. Approval of Minutes from 2025 Winter Meeting Orlando	S. Kowalski
A motion to approve the meeting minutes from the 2025 Winter Meeting in Orlando was made by Haotian Liu and seconded by Bill Ryan. 

The motion passed. (6-0-0, CV) 

6. Agenda Additions	All

No additions were requested.

7. Chair’s Report	Fronk
· Haotian noted the following from the Chair’s Breakfast
· There is a new strategic plan for 2025 to 2028. New RTARs should be geared to the plan as they will be graded on this. 
· There is also a generative AI center that has been put together. There are some work statements from the center that are open for bids. 
· The Conferences and Exposition Committee (CEC) program deadline is August 1. Haotian notes that it will be a competitive conference as there is planned to be a record amount of square feet requested. 
· The government affairs director noted that there have been challenges from funding cuts. There isn't yet clear direction, but there is a lot of discussion. 
· In the TAC update, it was noted that there is a new roster system. People have previously been removed without any request. Haotian notes that people should check in their profile that they are members and let him know if not. 
· Jay Kohler noted that there could be some consideration of the timing of the AHR Expo and perhaps the timing of the summer meeting and asked Haotian if anything was mentioned. Haotian noted that it wasn't discussed. 

8. Liaison Reports (as they arrive)	Liaisons
· Section 8 Head – TAC	K. Nawaz
· No report.
· Section 8 Head – RAC	C. Huber
· The training session PowerPoint from this morning is on Basecamp. 
· A new submittal portal for RTARs and Work Statements and a research advisory panel have been established. 
· The research budget is $3.9 million, but there was only one RTAR submitted this spring so more RTARs are desired. 
· Carl reminded us of the submission dates and asked for status of RTAR 1971. Saeed noted that the next stage is the creation of the SOW. Brian noted that it was approved with comments. We can address the comments in the work statement. Brian noted that we'll look for volunteers for SOW writing. The plan is to get it written and approved by the August deadline or December deadline. The SOW should go to Carl before going to RAC. It should be approved by the TC before going to Carl. Brian notes that we'll approve by letter ballot. August 1 is a good deadline to get to Carl Huber. 
· There will be a training session on September 9 for Project Monitoring Subcommittee (PMS) or Project Evaluation Subcommittee (PES) participants.
· Handbook
· No report.  
	
9. Membership/Roster	D. Davis
· Doug didn't attend, but Brian updated the committee. 
· Brian welcomed new members. 
· Prospective new members should note their interest in joining the committee at link www.ashrae.org/joinatc
· Doug Davis and Brian Fronk will roll off on 6/30/2025 as voting members. Brian asked Haotian to ask Doug if he'd like to continue as membership chair. Bill noted that Doug has changed jobs and may not be interested in continuing. Brian also noted that the membership chair doesn't have to be a member. 
· Stefan Elbel, Zhiyao Yang, Matthew Blaylock and Farzin Rad will roll on to the committee on 07/01/2025 as voting members. Voting members will increase from 7 to 9. This will maintain the balance between industry and research. 
· Haotian Liu will advance to Chair (2-year term) and Stefan Elbel (2-year term) will be the Vice Chair.

10. Subcommittee Reports

Programs	W. Ryan
· Bill notes that we are hosting Seminar 60, which is first thing in the morning on Wednesday. The details are shown below. Presenters are Vijay Sharma, Farzin Rad, and Stefan Elbel. 
· Bill then brought up discussions from the subcommittee meeting. We are focused on tracks 5 and 6 for this conference. 
· We were contacted by an engineer from Linkus, Crystal, who provided a conference paper for Las Vegas. She may present if it is accepted. This and the two from Gunther were the only ones that Bill received. This may lead to a title and track for Las Vegas. Paul Needley has volunteered to put together a presentation for the seminar on European developments on thermally-driven domestic heat pumps with natural gas and hydrogen. He can also discuss how they can compete against electric heat pumps. Brian asked about Gunther's topics - Bill replied with Gunther's titles. Crystal had a similar title. Perhaps a title for the session could be regarding barriers and economics for introducing these products. Paul notes that he may be more comfortable talking about the political barriers. A potential session could be "Barriers and opportunities for sustainable thermally driven heat pumps versus electric alternatives". Jay noted that we should emphasize sustainability too. Brian notes that we've come up with a theme and can give Bill the freedom to finalize the title of the session. We have at least two speakers. Gunther noted that he wants to do one of the two topics, not both. Farzin volunteered a case study for a thermally driven heat pump. Haotian noted that abstract and bio are the only requirements. Bill asked if everyone is planning to physically be present and each have confirmed that they will be there. Brian asked for a motion to approve the seminar. Saeed noted that the title will need to be modified and Haotian agreed. Bill noted that he'll have to call for abstracts quickly as the program will be finalized by August 1. Saeed noted that comparisons to electrical products may not be necessary as thermally driven could be a transitional technology and there is an existing benefit with higher efficiency compared to today's products. Saeed noted that decarbonization and grid management can also be in the title. Bill suggested "Barriers and opportunities for sustainable thermally driven heat pumps in grid resiliency". Haotian recommended Track 5 "Energy Storage and Grid Resiliency". Bill noted there may be less competition in this track. Bill notes that Track 9 "Future-Proofing the Built Environment" may be new. Saeed asked if Track 2 would be worthwhile, but the group thought that this may be too crowded. Amit and Brian suggested that Track 9 may be best. Bill noted that "Grid Resiliency" was in the title, so it was suggested to convert the title to "Future Proofing". Brian again asked for a motion to submit a seminar for track 9. 
· Amit made a motion to submit a seminar for Track 9 and Haotian seconded. The motion passed 6-0-0 CV. 
· Bill also noted that in the future we need to keep aware that the College of Fellows is interested in cross-listing programs where a Fellow is speaking, so Bill will ask if presenters are Fellows. 
· David Scearce from Enertek asked if we should find other TCs to co-sponsor. They will bring to 6.10. Bill noted that he will ask TC 6.4 if they want to co-sponsor the program. 
· This is the program that this committee is sponsoring in Phoenix: Seminar 60: Thermal Energy Utilization: From Storage to Heat Recovery to Gas Engine Heat Pumps (In Person – Open to Registered Attendees)
Wednesday 06/25/2025
8:00 AM – 9:30 AM Arizona Time
Phoenix Convention Center North Building, 227AB
Three speakers and Chair, Haotian Liu
· For reference, here are the tracks for the 2026 Winter Conference in Las Vegas
1. Fundamentals and Applications
2. HVAC&R Systems and Equipment
3. Refrigeration and Refrigerants
4. Research Summit
5. Energy Storage and Grid Resiliency
6. Pathways to Building Decarbonization
7. Artificial Intelligence
8. Indoor Environmental Quality for Healthy Buildings
9. Future-Proofing the Built Environment
 
Program submission deadline 08/01/2025
Conference paper abstract deadlines 5/28/2025 (past)


Research	S. Moghaddam
· Saeed recused himself for the update. 
· Brian noted that Carl asked us to submit the Work Statement answering the comments. Brian noted that he has time to work on the WS and asked for volunteers. Steve Kowalski volunteered to help Brian. Brian and Steve can work on the draft and be on the PMS. When we have a draft, we'll send it to the voting members. Haotian will have to lead this process and Brian will help. Carl would need a version that the committee has approved. The complete draft needs to be sent to the committee by July 21. Haotian also noted that he can help with the WS. Saeed also added that Farzin is proposing an RTAR to TC 6.4. He is seeking co-sponsorship. Brian asked Saeed to work with Haotian for a letter ballot if Saeed thinks it's appropriate for this TC. 

Handbook/Publications	Z. Yang
· Zhiyao presented updates on Chapter 18 (Absorption) in 2026 Refrigeration Handbook. Zhiyao presented a PowerPoint that Brian sent out with major revisions that can be completed on this Chapter to correct errors. One figure is wrong, and three figures are mislabeled. 
· Haotian made a motion to approve and Bill seconded. The vote was 6-0-0 (CV). 
· Brian discussed the RTAR for the Application Guide for Absorption Cooling/Refrigeration Using Recovered Heat and asked for volunteers for the work statement. Zhiyao noted that we had volunteers before, but Brian noted that they were volunteers for bidders. Brian and Zhiyao volunteered to help with the work statement. Haotian and Bill also noted that they can help. Amit can help with one aspect also. Brian noted that the RTAR number is 1796 and it was accepted with comments. 

Standards	A. Vasta
· Amit noted that he'd like to present an update in the Las Vegas meeting on the SPC. Jay noted that the committee must be balanced and that members can be non-voting. Amit has lost contact with some of the participants that he previously spoke to. This is specifically for a test procedure for large industrial-sized thermally driven products. Haotian notes that this is a new standard. Bill and someone from the audience noted that Standard 40 is already published. There is no further action, and it can be deleted from the agenda.

Website		M. Blaylock
· Matt noted that the website is up to date. He will add the minutes from Orlando. The programs from 2020 to Orlando have not been added. Bill replied that he will send these to Matt. Matt notes that he only needed the title.

11. Old Business	All
· No other old business was brought before the committee. 

12. New Business	All
· Haotian presented the ASHRAE Certificate of Appreciation to Brian for serving as chair for the last two years.

13. Adjourn
· Amit moved to adjourn, and Bill seconded at 2:27 pm.
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