








M I N U T E S




DRAFT / UNOFFICIAL


TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 8.7

2024 Annual Conference



June 24, 2024


















Note: These draft minutes have not been approved and not the official, approved record until approved by the Technical Committee.



[image: ASHRAE_logo_cmyk]



1791 Tullie Circle, N.E./Atlanta, GA  30329
404-636-8400
DRAFT

TC/TG/MTG/TRG MINUTES COVER SHEET

(Minutes of all Meetings are to be distributed to all persons listed below within 60 days following the meeting.)

TC/TG/MTG/TRG No.	8.7						DATE				

TC/TG/MTG/TRG TITLE		Variable Refrigerant Flow							

DATE OF MEETING 	June 24, 2024			LOCATION	Indianapolis, Indiana			

	MEMBERS PRESENT
	YEAR APPTD
	MEMBERS ABSENT
	YEAR APPTD
	EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS AND ADDITIONAL ATTENDANCE

	Shawn Andrews, Chair
	2022
	Walter Hunt
	2022
	

	Scott McGinnis, Vice Chair
	2022
	
	
	

	Douglas Tucker, Secretary
	2021
	
	
	

	Kyle Gluesenkamp 
	2022
	
	
	

	Badri Patel
	2022
	
	
	

	Christopher Williams
	2022
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	DISTRIBUTION: All Members of TC/TG/MTG/TRG plus the following:

	
TAC Section Head:
	SH8@ashrae.net
Where x is the section number

	
All Committee Liaisons As Shown On TC/TG/MTG/TRG Rosters (Research, Standards, ALI, etc.)
	
See ASHRAE email alias list for needed addresses.

	Mike Vaughn,
Manager Of Research & Technical Services
	
MORTS@ashrae.net



1. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 1:05pm.

1. ASHRAE Policies
1. Code of Ethics – The Chair reviewed the ASHRAE Code of Ethics statement.
1. Anti-Trust Policy – The Chair reviewed the ASHRAE Anti-Trust statement.
1. Recording Policy – Recording (audio, video, screenshots) of ASHRAE meetings, including online meetings, is strictly prohibited.

1. Welcome / Introductions
Introductions were made.
1. Minutes
3. No minutes were distributed from the previous meeting. Draft minutes from the Atlanta, Tampa and Chicago meetings were prepared by the secretary but the meetings were “unofficial” because the roster issues had not yet been sorted out. Doug has sent all draft minutes from these meetings to the chair for review and distribution prior to this meeting in Indianapolis [secretary’s note: these minutes will be added to the TC 8.7 website].

1. Agenda Review / Updates
4. The agenda was discussed and accepted. [secretary’s note: the agenda was not distributed, only displayed]

1. Subcommittee Reports
5. Handbook: Chris Williams was not present. Ned Bent volunteered to chair this subcommittee.
5. Membership: Madhav Kashinath was not present. Shawn reported that he is rolling off as chair. 2-year terms are upcoming for Scott McGinnis as Chair and Doug Tucker as Vice Chair. Jeff Whitelaw volunteered to be Secretary.
5. Programs: Badri Patel reported that the deadline for the Orlando technical program is the first week August. In Chicago, the TC sponsored a highly rated program that attained the 3rd highest attendance of the conference. Scott read some of the comments from the panel discussion, many on application of ASHRAE Standard 15 to VRF and recent code changes. Also, the AHR Expo presentation on VRF testing and efficiency changes was well received. The program submittal from Chris Wiliams, covering designing for A2L in occupied spaces, was not accepted (no reason provided), so a two- or three-speaker program will be submitted instead of waiting for an ALI class update. There are 8 tracks for Orlando, contact Badri with any suggestions.

https://www.ashrae.org/conferences/2025-winter-conference-orlando/2025-winter-conference-technical-program

Brian Bogdan recommended that a seminar request be submitted for the 2025 annual conference based on the updated ALI class materials.
5. Research: Chris Laughman was not present.
5. Standards: Chandra Gollapudi reported that AHRI 1230-2023 is now in effect. The AHRI Directory reflects new values (no change in metric), with the addition of CVP test and SHR maximums affecting EER and IEER. A new field in the directory shows whether the test was performed to the 2023 or 2014 editions (column only visible to OEM, but certificate will show). New production from 1/1/24 must follow 1230-2023. For ASHRAE Standard 15, a few public reviews are in progress: addenda o (machine room ventilation), s, u, w, y. (see descriptions on OSR). 

Some recently published addenda to 15 include: addendum t - concept of group controller for multiple refrigeration systems, allows for leak detection system to address one leaking system without affecting other systems using different refrigerants. Standard 15.2 addendum was published to align the standard with UL 60335-2-40. Also, activity is happening in SSPC 15 regarding altitude adjustments.

5. ALI. The ALI VRF course will be provided in Indianapolis and in August. Brian Bogdan and Pushpinder Rana explained that the biggest need for the ALI course is an update on compliance with ASHRAE standards 15 and 34 with design guidelines for VRF with the refrigerant change to A2Ls, moving from RCL to LFL, etc. How quickly course can be updated, who will do it, maybe by next annual meeting (not Orlando)? Scott volunteered to help with course updates and will attend the course in Indianapolis. Chandra also volunteered to help. Brian suggested a call for interested persons to review and discuss the course slides. Rana agreed to upload to the course to the TC 8.7 Basecamp. The course should provide best case scenario for maximum amount of refrigerant that can be used in a system to comply with ASHRAE 15. [EDVC calculation].
5. Webmaster Chris Laughman was not present. [secretary’s note: Victoria Garcia Massimo volunteered to be Webmaster]
1. Liaison reports
6. SSPC 90.1: John Cummings attended the Mechanical Subcommittee and full committee meetings. Inclusion of AHRI 600, the test procedure for water-source heat pumps (one-to-one), has moved through the committee and will be out for advisory public review soon. Appendix G discussion took up time, as did a change to the Title, Purpose and Scope of 90.1 to include GHG emissions from energy consumption. 
6. SGPC 41: Darwen Lu reported that the guideline committee is working on A2L updates that impact the guideline. They voted this morning to send ballot and final draft to ASHRAE staff. Also, a draft addendum to update commissioning language is being prepared.
6. SSPC 62.1: No update, Greg K. will consider covering this for the TC.
6. SSPC 189.1: Doug Tucker, no report. Matthew Setzekorn is a member of SSPC 189.1 and volunteered to act as the liaison for reporting purposes at future TC meetings.
6. SSPC 205: Jeff Whitelaw, no report. 
6. SSPC 15: Chris Williams reported on SSPC 15 discussions on shafts and penetrations and that new working groups have been formed on “classified devices” and “duct heaters”.
6. MTG.LowGWP: Doug reported on the MTG activities related to Low GWP refrigerants, including a short update on ASHRAE Research Project 1806.
1. Old Business
7. Jeff brought up the discussion of new business from last meeting, [Jeff Whitelaw informed the TC on the Technology Transition rulemaking under the AIM Act, and that VRF will be prohibited on 1/1/2026 unless EPA grants a one-year (or more) sell-through like what was granted to residential systems.] Brian read the proposed rule from EPA on the VRF extension, with an addition of one year installation. The TC discussed the definition of “installation”. 

1. New Business
8. A2L Codes training (ALI update needed)

1. Adjourn
9. The incoming chair recognized the many contributions that Shawn has made as chair of the TC over the past two years.
9. The meeting was adjourned at 3:00pm.
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